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Members Present:  Jeff Sorensen, Shannan Deater, Kristi Lloyd, Michael Boersman, Jason Wiersma, Louis Parker III, David 
Harn, Vern Johnson, Tracy Lynn, Julie Pioch, Claudette Reid, Elizabeth Rochow 
 
Members Absent:  Jennifer Strebs, Jeff Heppler, Francis Bell, Mike Leeuw 
 
Environmental Health:  Lucus Pols, Doug Potter, Jeff Reicherts, Samantha VanDuinen, Rachel Meyer, Jennifer Kosak,  
 
Also attending:  Lisa Henthorn, Dan Wood, Public Member 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 

1.  Welcome - 
Introductions 

   

2.  Citizen 
Comments 

   

3.  Approval of 
Minutes 
 

Shannon Deater made a change to one of her comments. 
The change was approved and minutes were approved for 
February 12, 2020 

  

4. 2021 Office 
Elections 

Chairperson-Jeff Sorensen 
Vice Chari-Shannon Deater 
Secretary-Kristi Lloyd 
 

  

5. COVID-19 
Update 

Vern Johnson shared a PowerPoint presentation on HCS 
COVID updates. Since the beginning of this outbreak the 
EH staff continued environmental or food inspections. He 
is very proud of his staff for the amount of work they have 
done.  
 
Doug Potter gave a food program update. Throughout the 
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pandemic there have been over 4000 restaurant 
inspections completed. Every open food facility during the 
past year received three COVID guidance visits from an 
inspector.  
 
Lucus Pols gave an update on the Land Water, Waste 
Water program. His team has been doing inspections as 
normal during the pandemic. His team will be starting Zika 
Surveillance and EEE Mosquito Surveillance testing 
starting May 18-September 30, 2021. Bathing Beach 
inspections and sampling starts May 24-August 30, 2021. 
There are nine beaches the County monitors from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day.  
 
Vern gave an update on the Laboratory. The Laboratory 
has been essential for early detection for COVID. They 
started with the Abbott ID test but could only run 1 test at a 
time. The Lab then got the Hologic Panther test and was 
able to run 120 tests at a time. They are now working on 
the BD Max test. It has a sample size of 24, with a turn-
around time of 3 hours. For COVID testing, people would 
drive up and our staff would test them in their cars.  
 
Jennifer Kosak gave an update on Household Hazardous 
Waste. They currently have an HHW Assistant position 
open. HHW did not have to close on the mandatory 
closure last summer. They had to change a lot of their 
operations. Everyone has been vaccinated. HHW had to 
close the swap shop because it was too small of a space 
for public coming in touching items. Customers are not 
able to fill out their own paperwork anymore and must stay 
in their vehicles. HHW has updated some of their 
advertising because community outreach has been 
cancelled due to COVID. March was the busiest March, 
they have ever had at HHW.  

6. Kalamazoo Jeff Reicherts gave an update on the PFAS contamination   
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Airport (AZO) 
Update 

at the Kalamazoo Airport. AFFF is a firefighting foam that 
is a direct source of PFAS. Back in 2017 HCS conducted 
an investigation around VOC’s in wells around the airport 
near Portage and Milham Road and Ramona and Lansing 
Road. There have been 31 wells identified, Egle sampled 
20 of those wells. Of the 20 wells, 9 wells were no-detect, 
11 were low-level detects, and 2 were offered a filter due 
to their elevated levels.  
Vern said they are going into the phase II study. Direction 
of ground water flow is towards the Northwest with PFAS 
found in areas of the airport where accident response was 
necessary. 
 

7. KL Landfill GRZ 
Expansion Update 
 
 

Vern gave an update on the KL Landfill GRZ. The KLA 
Group wants to formally expand the KL Landfill GRZ in 
Kalamazoo and Van Buren County. In Kalamazoo County 
they want to expand municipal water to this area. In Van 
Buren County municipal water does not expand as far, so 
they will need to drill new deeper wells. 
 

  

8. Burroughs BRZ 
Update 

Vern gave an update on the Burroughs GRZ located at 
3002 N. Burdick. This is a vinyl chloride plume with a 
southeast migration. In this area there are no water wells 
allowed. This GRZ was voted into effect 10/20/20.  
 

  

9. PPE Update Vern gave an update on PPE donated by the community. 
A year ago we were very short of PPE. We had many 
donors: Western Michigan University, KVCC, dentists, 
physician offices, and the public, donated PPE to HCS to 
donate to those that needed it when there was not any 
available. HCS continues to provide PPE to agencies that 
request it. 
  
In December HCS started giving the COVID vaccine. As of 
April 11, 2021 Kalamazoo County HCS has had 49 clinics 
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and given out 167,972 vaccines. 48% of residents have 
received 1 dose of vaccine and 32% have been fully 
vaccinated.  
 
 

5.  Member 
Comments 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Rochow- Appreciates all the water sampling 
going on around the airport and hard work being done. 
 
Claudette Reid-Portage is getting into the budget process. 
Appreciates being able to have virtual EHAC meeting to 
stay in contact.  
 
Shannan Deater wrote in after the meeting, “I just want to 
thank you and all of the staff at HCS for your efforts and 
accomplishments throughout the COVID crisis.  The 
feedback I’ve heard through the community has been 
outstanding and I’m grateful for my own personal 
experiences. I look forward to our next meeting.” 
 
Tracy Lynn-Thanked everyone at the County. She said 
people have a lot of questions and are worried about EEE 
spraying and how it effects biodiversity loss, amphibians, 
and fish. Is there any robust data that shows that it does 
significantly reduce EEE? She is wondering moving 
forward for a little more education, so people can be more 
comfortable with spraying, and wants to make sure the 
benefits outweigh the risk. 
 
Mike Boersma-The road commission is getting ready to 
start up summer construction.  
 
Vern Johnson-At the next meeting the City of Kalamazoo 
James Baker may tentatively be talking about the air 
monitoring around Graphic Packaging. 
 
Jeff Sorensen-Thanked everyone for staying safe and 
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appreciates everyone’s support.  
  

 


